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WHY CITIES?
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Themes across all plans:
● Affordable housing
● Efficient and 

accessible transport
● Economic growth, 

increased prosperity
● Jobs, good jobs, skills
● Good, healthy living 

conditions
● Strong community

Operationally:
● Sound city budgets

Many plans also highlighted:
● Resilience to shock (weather, 

economic)
● Climate adaptation and 

reduced emissions
● Food security
● Increase density / counter 

urban-sprawl 
● Green space, walkability 
● Regional collaboration 
● Being an international hub for 

a given area
● Education 
● Equity
● Public safety 

Growth: 
● Growth discussions are 

nuancing 
● Traditional economic 

growth 
● Good growth
● Better growth 
● Positive growth
● …
● Regenerative growth

Key city priorities Other insights 

CITY PRIORITIES ACROSS THE WORLD



BUILDINGS

MOBILITY PRODUCTS

By 2025 1bn new homes are 
needed worldwide, costing 
$650bn pa and 1/3 struggle to 
find affordable housing and 
60% of office space is not in 
use during working hours

Factsheet module

1/3

Congestion costs 2-5% of 
global GDP annually in lost 
time, wasted fuel, and 
increased cost of doing 
business. Yet only  1 in 5 car 
seats are in use on average 
and parking takes up valuable 
land

Up to 20% of municipal 
budgets are spent on 
waste management

75% of municipal solid 
waste can be discarded 
consumer goods, of 
which 80% is burned, 
landfilled or dumped 
due to poor design or 
lack of options

THREE URBAN SYSTEMS AND CASE FOR CHANGE

1 in 5

20%

75%
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What if we 
designed out 

waste and 
pollution from 

cities?

What if we keep 
products and 

materials in use 
and maintain 

value? 

What if we  
regenerate 

natural systems in 
and around cities ? 

THREE PRINCIPLES 



lanning

esigning

aking

ccessing

perating & maintaining



BUILDINGS:

Commercial & 
Residential



MOBILITY:

People, 
goods & 
infrastructure 



PRODUCTS:

Household 
goods, 
excluding 
consumables





Open desk design desks and use 

digital technology to enable the 

manufacturing to occur locally and 

eliminate shipping. Fab labs is a 

movement to grow manufacturing 

in cities. Materiom is developing an 

open source material recipe book to 

support local material use. 

Greater diversification and 
localisation of production and 

feedstock supply can support cities 

and their inhabitants in becoming 

more self-sufficient and resilient to 

changes in global markets. 

© Open Desk Module: Factsheets
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WeWork has all types of users, from 

startups to corporates such as 

Microsoft and IBM. The Hoffice 
platform connects people who wants 

to work in shared home offices. Home 
Share Int brings young and elderly 

residents together for mutual 

benefits.., 3Space turns vacant offices 

into maker spaces and incubators. 

Spacious opens up restaurants for co-

working when not in use.

Vacant spaces are being put into use 

through a myriad of new solutions. 

Both supporting affordability while 

strengthening resident and business 

communities. 

© Open Desk Module: Factsheets© Hoffice
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Transport for London collects and 
releases anonymised transport 
data, helping commuters to save 
transport time worth GBP 15-58 
million per year. Whim offers 
access to (almost) all types of 
transport through an integrated 
mobility-as-a-service scheme. 
Routific helps delivery companies 
cut routes by up to 40% with an 
algorithm based on how bees 
discover the shortest route 
between flowers. 

Digitalisation and big data can 
help cities and transport providers 
in optimising transport services, 
making more effective solutions 
attractive. 

© Whim Module: Factsheets
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Health & 
Environment

Economic 
productivity

Jobs, skills & 
innovation

Community & 
social prosperity

Resource 
use

BROAD RANGE OF BENEFITS 
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Themes across all plans:
● Affordable housing
● Efficient and 

accessible transport
● Economic growth, 

increased prosperity
● Jobs, good jobs, skills
● Good, healthy living 

conditions
● Strong community

Operationally:
● Sound city budgets

Many plans also highlighted:
● Resilience to shock (weather, 

economic)
● Climate adaptation and 

reduced emissions
● Food security
● Increase density / counter 

urban-sprawl 
● Green space, walkability 
● Regional collaboration 
● Being an international hub for 

a given area
● Education 
● Equity
● Public safety 

Growth: 
● Growth discussions are 

nuancing 
● Traditional economic 

growth 
● Good growth
● Better growth 
● Positive growth
● …
● Regenerative growth

Key city priorities Other insights 

CITIES ACROSS THE WORLD



FACTSHEETS



Module: Policy levers

ROLE OF URBAN POLICYMAKERS
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11 CITY-LED CASE STUDIES 



. . .



Lorenzo Herrera Unsplash

Belo Horizonte is tackling e-
waste, skills training and digital 
inclusion through a centres for 
remanufacturing.
7000 IT products were restored 
in the first 9 years, and 15,000 
kg of post-use electronics have 
been diverted from landfill 
every year on average. Over 
10,000 have benefitted from the 
training and inclusion. Module: 
Case studies 

Refurbishing 1,000 tonnes of 
electronics creates 13 times 
more jobs than recycling the 
same amount. 
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A SUITE OF ONLINE RESOURCES 

Knowledge Partner Philanthropic Partner

Networks and resources
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Business

Institutions, 
Governments 
& Cities

Learning

Systemic 
Initiatives

Insight & 
Analysis

Business-led collaboration & 
disruptive innovation are key to 
building a circular economy

Create the enabling conditions for a 
circular economy, set direction, and 
drive innovation and investment.

We provide robust evidence on the 
benefits of a circular economy, 
showcasing the implementation of 
circular economy principles

The transition to a circular economy 
requires us to transform the way we 
create products, services, and systems, 
and is dependent on how we learn

Transforming key material flows to 
scale the circular economy globally


